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For many WKU students, College Suites is 
a peaceful gated community.
However, after two incidents over the 
course of a week, some residents are uneasy.
The fi rst incident — a shooting on Feb. 17 
— involved two non-WKU students. Police 
said Josh Wickware shot Shawn Greene in the 
stomach before attempting to fl ee the scene. 
The second incident occurred in Apartment 
525, where offi cers responded to a complaint 
that stated someone had been hit in the head 
with a beer bottle and was unconscious. Police 
found University of Kentucky student John 
Murray with multiple lacerations on his head 
and his right ear almost cut off.
Glass from beer and liquor bottles was in 
the trash can, police said, and most of the un-
derage people at the apartment were intoxi-
cated. The assaulter was identifi ed as Russell 
Springs freshman Garrett Lawless.
Russellville junior Christen Dilliha, a 
College Suites resident, said she witnessed 
the scene after the Feb. 17 shooting and has 






SEE CRIMES, PAGE 8
I see so many 
things, whether 
it’s clothing or 
signage or an 
article, that still 
says Western."
—STACY BIGGS
Chief marketing offi  cer
Stacey Biggs doesn’t think the 
transition from “Western” to “WKU” 
will ever end.
But Biggs, WKU’s chief market-
ing offi cer, said creating national 
brand recognition is still a viable 
goal.
Biggs most recently addressed 
continued branding at a Feb. 9 staff 
council meeting. She said WKU is 
assessing the number of “old” logos 
on campus and around the city with 
the intent of removing them as soon 
as possible, according to meeting 
minutes.
“It’s an ongoing process,” Biggs 
said. “I see so many things, whether 
it’s clothing or signage or an article, 
that still says Western.”
Biggs said the latest round of 
sign replacements are in preliminary 
stages, with separate web and mar-
keting councils set to create a faculty 
and staff handbook for future use. 
Known as the Communications and 
Branding Manual, Biggs said it will 
be a tool for those that aren’t familiar 
with consistent usage of WKU.
She said it will include specifi -
cations and guidelines on writing, 
using social media, working with 
media relations and ordering mer-








With spring break around the corner, some 
students are noticing more traffi c fl ow in the 
Preston Center as they try to get their bodies in 
peak condition.
Louisville senior John Robinson is one of the 
many students who frequents Preston to tone up 
for his spring break trip to South Carolina.
Robinson said he usually goes an hour each 
day for four days a week and that he mostly 
swims or lifts free weights.
He said his goal is to lose 15 pounds and to 
get rid of his stomach and "man boobs."
“I’m a little too bootylicious,” Robinson 
said.
Though he usually likes to work out alone, 
Robinson said it is better with friends there be-
cause they encourage you to work harder.
He said that if his friends didn’t help, he 
might just sit at home.





SEE BREAK, PAGE 6
Billowing steam from a broken pipe 
outside of Minton Hall will continue fl ow-
ing at least until this summer.
Dale Dyer, plant operations manager 
for Facilities Management, said WKU will 
have to wait until after spring commence-
ment to fi nish the project, which consists 
of repairing a pipe that originally broke in 
January.
John Osborne, vice president for Cam-
pus Services and Facilities, said WKU has 
fi xed what it could so far, but the project is 
going to take longer than estimated to fi n-
ish.
Construction on the area began before 
students returned for the spring semester. 
It involved digging up part of the Minton 
Circle as well as the sidewalk leading to 
Downing University Center.
But steam continues to seep out of the 
ground after initial repairs.
Dyer said that groundwater lying around 
the pipe caused it to corrode and disappear. 
Although the line was not very old, he said it 
did not last nearly as long as it should have.
Dyer said that when functioning prop-
erly, the pipe returns steam to the Central 
Steam Plant as hot water to be reused and 
sent out again.
But now the pipe that normally brings 
the water back to the Central Steam Plant 
has failed and is allowing the hot water to 
go into the ground.
Dyer said the broken pipe does not af-
fect anything inside the buildings.
“You see some vapor coming up out of 
the ground outside that looks a little wild,” 
he said. “But it doesn’t affect the heating in 
the dorms at all.”
It does, however, affect the grass in 
Minton Hall’s front lawn.
Broken steam pipe won’t be repaired this semester
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com
SEE REPAIRED, PAGE 3





Steam escapes from beneath the street and sidewalk in front of Minton Hall at sunrise on 
Sunday morning.
Erasing Western
There won't be a Herald on 
Friday. Enjoy spring break, but 
for the latest updates check
 WKUHERALD.COM
Green Food Forum
4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Garrett Conference Center 109
A forum about food topics such as local, organic and 
fair trade options. 
"The Vagina Monologues,"
 7:30 p.m., Garrett Ballroom
A play that celebrates women's strength and sexuality, 
while raising  money for organizations that work to 
prevent violence against women.
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The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA
Website: www.wku.edu/mba  Email: mba@wku.edu
1.877.WKU.1MBA   (1.877.958.1622)
• Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
• Graduate Assistantships ($10,000)
• Limited scholarships available
• High-quality - applied business courses
• Sustainability electives available 
You can complete our on-
demand “Foundational Modules.”
The new “Western Kentucky 
Connect” Online MBA may be 
for you – fulltime are part-time. 
Requirements Include:
2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT 




call  270.745.5458, 
The Gordon Ford College 
of Business is AACSB 
accredited – making your 
degree worth more. Can’t go fulltime?
Don’t have a business degree? 
1006 State Street











Bowling Green, KY 42104










The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit  wkuherald.com/calendar
calendar
"East Meets West" Violin and Piano Recital
6 p.m., FAC Room 189 
Dorms close at 6 p.m. for spring break
wednesday
Student Government Association senate meeting
5 p.m., Downing University Center 305
WKU Theatre presents "Khamaseen," 
8 p.m., Russell Miller theatre in the fi ne arts center
 A play set in present-day Cairo, Egypt, that explores a 
culture-shocked, young American woman's triumph.
tuesday thursday
Job and Transition Fair 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Diddle Arena
Noon Tunes
noon to 1 p.m., DUC lobby 
WKU Concert Band and Wind Ensemble
7 p.m., Van Meter Hall auditorium
Tickets are $5 for the public or $2 with a student ID
Chemistry Club
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Thompson Complex Central Wing 
Room 425
Chess Club
6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Faculty House
CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ James Butler, Oakland, reported 
on Feb. 25 that someone stole items 
from his 2002 GMC Yukon. Butler also 
reported that his passenger door and 
dashboard were damaged. The value of 
the theft and damages was $3,540. 
Arrests
■ John Lynn, Danville, was arrested on 
Feb. 26 after failing to use his turn signal 
while driving a gold Jeep Cherokee near 
13th Avenue and State Street. He was 
determined to be under the influence of 
alcohol. He was released the same day 
on an unsecured bond.
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
friday
It’s time again for “The Vagina 
Monologues,” an annual play present-
ed by the women’s studies program.
This is the 12th year the show 
has been performed here, said Molly 
Kerby, assistant professor of women’s 
studies. 
Louisville senior Kat Michael, di-
rector of the performance, said “The 
Vagina Monologues” takes subjects 
that are normally taboo and brings 
them into open discussion. 
“It speaks to issues that are not 
usually addressed in public: sexual-
ity, rape, body image, gender roles.” 
Michael said. “However, they are ad-
dressed in a way that everyone can 
understand and everyone can access.”
Michael said the play is so acces-
sible because author Eve Ensler in-
terviewed women about their sexual 
experiences and used their answers 
when writing the monologues in the 
play.
Katy DeToma, a graduate student 
from Lexington and one of the per-
formers, said starting the discussion is 
only part of what “The Vagina Mono-
logues” does. 
“I think the monologues send many 
different messages to different peo-
ple, but it is mainly about awareness,” 
DeToma said. “I think they send out 
positive messages and really get peo-
ple thinking.”
Michael said men should not be 
discouraged from attending the per-
formance because of the name and 
subject matter. 
“This is a show about people and 
things that have happened — do hap-
pen — be they good bad or ugly,” 
Michael said. “Sure, this show gives 
insight into the female condition, 
whatever that is, but more importantly 
it speaks to the human condition and 
what is happening to other human be-
ings.”
The performance will be at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday in the Garrett Con-
ference Center ballroom, and tickets 
cost $7, Kerby said. 
There will also be cookies for sale, 
DeToma said.
Proceeds will go to Hope Harbor, a 
local center which provides support to 
victims of sexual assault or abuse, ac-
cording to the center’s website.
DeToma said she thinks everyone 
should come and see the performance.
“The proceeds go toward a good 
cause, the cookies are delicious and 
it’s something fun to see that will get 
you thinking and talking about things 
you never imagined,” she said. “And 
you get the chance to scream, laugh, 
cry and watch people moan on stage. 
What more could you ask for?”
'Vagina Monologues' returns to 




Due to a Herald error, the number of 
black Homecoming queens was incor-
rectly identifi ed in a page 3 Black His-
tory Month timeline in the Feb. 25 issue. 
The year Alice Gatewood was crowned 
Homecoming queen was also incorrectly 
identifi ed. 
There have been at least four black 
Homecoming queens at WKU, and Gate-
wood was crowned in 1972. 
The College Heights Herald corrects 
all confi rmed errors that are brought to 
reporters  ̓ or editors  ̓ attention. Please 
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report 
a correction, or e-mail us at editor@
chherald.com.
It speaks to issues 
that are not usually 
addressed in public: 
sexuality, rape, body 
image, gender roles. 
However, they are ad-
dressed in a way that 
everyone can under-





breaking news and 
updates over break
Become a fan of the College 
Heights Herald on Facebook.
For instant news 
and updates,
follow the Herald 
on twitter
@wkuherald
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The Confucius Institute at WKU is 
teaching members of the community that 
we live in a small world after all.
“China is going to be a major partner 
with the United States in the future, and it 
is important that we understand each other,” 
said Cheryl Kirby-Stokes, education and 
community outreach coordinator for the 
Confucius Institute.
Kirby-Stokes said the Confucius Insti-
tute’s mission is not only to have Americans 
learn more about Chinese language and cul-
ture, but also to have Chinese learn more 
about Americans. 
The institute is starting a Chinese lan-
guage class for adults in the community 
starting in March.
Kirby-Stokes said interest in the institute 
has been very high and continues to grow. 
She said they brought in 11 teachers from 
China last year and expect 17 more next 
year.
Wenjing Li, one of the teachers at the 
institute, said the cultural interactions be-
tween her and her students allow them to 
learn about each other.
“American students are quite different 
from the Chinese students,” she said. “They 
are more friendly and enjoy more activities 
compared to Chinese students.”
Ruijie Guo, another teacher, said the 
most challenging aspect of teaching was the 
language itself.
“It’s hard for me and my kids to relate 
characters, pronunciations and meanings of 
words together,” she said.
Guo said when she knows her students 
are making progress is the most pleasant 
part of the experience and makes her proud 
to be part of the program.
In addition to offering classes, the Con-
fucius Institute is also working on develop-
ing a Chinese Learning Center on the fi rst 
fl oor of Helm Library.
“The idea is that you walk through China 
as you go through the library,” said Terrill 
Martin, operations manager for the Confu-
cius Institute.
First in the center will be the Exhibition 
Room. Martin said it will be like a museum, 
with authentic artifacts and 10 high-tech, in-
teractive learning stations. Each station will 
teach users about topics in Chinese history, 
such as the Beijing opera, paper cutting and 
kung fu.
The next room will be a Chinese library 
with 3,000 books and CDs. There will also 
be a multimedia room for lectures and 
classes.
Martin said construction on the learning 
center started around the end of September. 
He said they have put in new ceilings and 
will soon begin laying down fl ooring.
“It’s coming along beautifully,” he said. 
“Everything is being made specifi cally for 
our theme.”
The grand opening for the Chinese 
Learning Center is May 20 at 2 p.m. 
Li said the relationship between China 
and the United States is closer than ever.
“I think the institute is doing a great 
thing to promote Chinese language as 
well as the culture,” she said. “It con-
tributes a lot to the interaction between 
Americans and Chinese.”




A WKU student walks through the future Chinese Learning Center being built on the fi rst fl oor 
of Helm Library on Monday.
BREAK
No regular transit service.
Shopping Shuttle will operate
on Wed. & Sat.  from
2 pm - 6 pm ONLY
ADA Shuttle is operating on 
an on-call only basis. 
Call 745-2361 for service.
SPRING
Somerset freshman Emily Stout, who 
lives in Minton Hall, said she could see 
that where the steam hits the ground, the 
grass is turning brown and dying.
She said she tries to avoid the steam 
“at all costs.”
“It’s the weirdest smell. I’ve never 
smelled anything like it,” she said. 
“When I fi rst saw it, I thought it came 
from the dryers. But that wouldn’t smell 
that weird.”
Louisville freshman Chadd Coomer 
said he was disappointed in how long it 
is taking to repair the damage because of 
how it is affecting the plant life as well 
as the student life.
“It’s kind of uncomfortable when you 
want to walk to DUC and you have to 
walk through it,” he said. “We also have 
tours on campus, and it’s not the most 
attractive thing.”
Stout said although she hopes it is 
fi xed soon, she doesn’t miss the con-
struction.
“It was really annoying,” she said. 
“It’s loud, so it’s hard to take naps, and 
it’s hard to concentrate if you’re trying 
to study.”
Osborne said this pipe is one of sev-
eral areas around campus with similar 
problems.
“We’re going to be a very busy bunch 
of people this summer repairing under-
ground steam lines,” he said.
Video games can be more than just a 
fun way to pass the time.
Just ask assistant psychology professor 
Carrie Pritchard, who is designing a com-
puter game to teach social skills to autistic 
children.
As far as Pritchard knows, this type of 
project has never been done before. She 
received a $20,000 grant for the project, 
enough money for the pilot of her video 
game.
If the pilot of her game goes over well 
and her data shows progress, Pritchard 
will fi le for a small business grant and 
continue with the project, she said.
Autism is one of Pritchard’s special-
ties because her son has Asperger’s Syn-
drome, a high-functioning form of autism.
Pritchard doesn’t see autism as a dis-
order.
“I think it’s great to tolerate differences 
among us,” she said. “Kids with autism 
have a lot of specifi c skills that we don’t 
possess that are so special. I consider it 
more of a difference.”
Pritchard has hired three WKU stu-
dents to write the script and dialogue for 
the video game’s characters. 
Out of almost 10 applicants, she chose 
Owensboro senior Kevin Reel, Lancaster 
freshman Seth Hutchins and Vine Grove 
freshman Tony Thon to help with the proj-
ect. The students have each been assigned 
a different character, and what they decide 
to do with the script is up to them. 
“The player is going to have choices 
about more skilled and less skilled be-
haviors they could enact after a character 
invites them or engages them,” Pritchard 
said. 
Hutchins said the object of the game is 
interaction.
“It’s all about giving the player choices 
and having them take responsibility,” he 
said.
One reason autistic children “play vid-
eo games like crazy” is that it’s something 
they’re good at and it keeps them from 
having to interact with others, Pritchard 
said. 
Reel said it’s important to incorporate 
spontaneity into the game to help players 
in real-life situations. 
Thon said he wasn’t just drawn to the 
project because he loves to write.
“I have a good chunk of experience 
with kids with autism,” Thon said. 
This project isn’t the fi rst time 
Pritchard has helped children with autism, 
either. She worked with the Kelly Autism 
Program when it was fi rst beginning.
Pritchard said she taught social skills 
to children with autism by allowing them 
more freedom. Rather than giving her 
group of children instructions and reward-
ing them for good behavior, she allowed 
the kids to run their own group and work 
together.
Pritchard said her group learned to 
solve problems and interact with each oth-
er — not just adults. Encouraging similar 
social interaction is her goal in creating 
the video game.
Psychology professor 
designs video game 






    look.   click.   watch.  listen.
follow us on twitter: @wkuherald
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Something on your mind? 






"My kids are too smart. That’s a 
good thing until they fi nd easy 
ways to get into everything in 




"I know construction is neces-
sary, but it’s such a hassle. I wish 
they could wait until summer or 






"The management department is 
the best. The work isn’t easy, but 
the teachers are always willing 
to help. Thomas Noser, LeAnne 
Coder, I appreciate that."
have an 
opinion?
Write a letter to the edi-
tor (250 words or less) or 
a commentary (500 words 
and a photo). E-mail them to 
opinion@chherald.com.
THE ISSUE: Some students 
in the sexual minority may not al-
ways know where to turn for sup-
port on campus.
OUR STANCE: Students 
should become familiar with fac-
ulty and staff members who have 
been trained through Safe Zone. 
While there has been much 
progress in the acceptance and 
equal rights of homosexual citi-
zens, there are still many students 
in the sexual minority who face 
discrimination and intolerance.
To counter this problem, Eric 
Manley, a staff psychologist in the 
Counseling and Testing Center, fa-
cilitates the Safe Zone program at 
WKU.
Safe Zone is a national ef-
fort started by The Ally Group. 
Though it was created to support 
many groups that are often targets 
of unfair treatment — whether be-
cause of their ethnicity, religion, 
disability or otherwise — the fo-
cus of Safe Zone on this campus is 
largely toward the gay community.
Manley contacts faculty and 
staff to invite them to workshops 
that prepare them to provide coun-
seling or other help to lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered and ques-
tioning students.
Professional counseling is 
available on campus, but since 
students see and interact with their 
professors more frequently, they 
often build strong relationships. 
Safe Zone would provide a way 
for students to confi de in faculty 
and staff who they are more famil-
iar with, rather than a counselor 
who they have never met.  
The Herald thinks the Safe 
Zone workshops would benefi t 
not only students, but also faculty 
and staff members; the training 
could introduce them to methods 
of working with students they had 
not considered before. And once 
training is complete, faculty and 
staff members receive stickers to 
post in their offi ce so students can 
identify it as a Safe Zone. 
Everyone needs an ally. The 
Herald thinks Safe Zone could be 
that ally for many students. But 
programs are only effective when 
people actively use them. 
Interested faculty and staff 
can attend workshops, offered 
throughout the semester, giving 
them the tools to inspire and sup-
port the LGBTQ student commu-
nity. And students who might not 
have support within their fami-
lies would have another outlet for 
building confi dence, esteem and 
the assurance that they are not 
alone. 
For more information, contact 
Eric Manley at eric.manley@wku.
edu or (270) 745-3159.
This editorial represents the 
majority opinion of the Herald s̓ 
10-member editorial board.
STAFF EDITORIAL
The protests throughout the Middle 
East and North Africa have taken the 
world by storm. The images the world has 
seen clearly show the discontent and an-
ger with the terrible state of affairs that 
people in that region have endured for 
decades.  
What do the events taking place there 
mean for Americans, and how should the 
U.S. respond to ensure a fresh, positive 
start in an area of the world with such a 
high degree of anti-American feeling?
First, look back to the beginning. In 
December 2010, a young street vendor 
named Mohammed Bouazizi lit himself 
on fi re at the police station of a provincial 
Tunisian town. He had dreams about go-
ing to a university and getting a better job, 
but the economic hardships in the country 
forced him to sell fruits and vegetables 
in the local market, becoming the only 
source of income for his family. 
But he was denied even this when the 
police confi scated his cart, claiming he 
did not have a permit. His death and sub-
sequent protests forced the dictator, Ben 
Ali, from power only a few days after the 
world was alerted about the uprising in 
Tunisia. 
Within days after the story hit the 
mainstream media, protests and disorder 
spread throughout virtually the entire 
Arab world, most notably in Egypt.
The conditions in Egypt were very 
similar to those in Tunisia. Like Ben Ali, 
Hosni Mubarak, the former president of 
Egypt, ruled the country for decades, but 
his pro-Western stance and neoliberal 
economic policies caused the Western 
world to ignore the severe human rights 
abuse and repression there. 
High unemployment and a lack of real 
opportunities fueled the discontent among 
the populace with their government. The 
government responded by cracking down 
on dissent. 
The successful overthrows of the dic-
tators in Tunisia and Egypt have spurred 
similar outbursts in other Arab countries, 
including Bahrain, Libya, Yemen and Al-
geria, where the conditions are extremely 
similar.
What is taking place in the Arab world 
is nothing less than democratic revolu-
tions against neoliberal, corrupt dictator-
ships. The people are demanding a real 
voice and active participation in the polit-
ical life of their country and a government 
that will provide jobs and some measure 
of security. 
The U.S., far from condemning these 
popular uprisings, should quietly support 
them because it would show the people 
of those countries that America is with 
them, instead of against them and their 
aspirations for democracy and good gov-
ernance.  
In these newly democratized countries, 
the U.S. will no longer be able to pay off 
dictators to ensure support for its policies, 
but will have to pursue positive policies 
to win the trust of the people. Fears that 
Islamists will take over once the pro-
Western dictators are gone are completely 
unfounded; the people did not overthrow 
pro-Western dictatorships to replace them 
with Islamic ones.
Instead of intervening and causing 
more confl icts, the U.S. should support 
and cooperate with the democratic move-
ments so that it gets off on the right foot-
ing with the new democratic order emerg-
ing in the region. 
Those who speak out against the “un-
lawful” methods used by the protestors 
against their repressive governments 
should ask themselves this: Did the U.S. 
achieve its independence through the bal-
lot box? Was slavery abolished through 
the ballot box?  
The protests in the Arab world are 
teaching us a timeless lesson: dictator-
ships can last for years, or even decades, 
but when anger boils over and the ordi-
nary people are willing to risk their lives 
for a better society in their country, noth-
ing is able to stand in their way.
Mirza Mustafi c
WKU class of 2010
    This commentary doesn't necessarily 
represent the views of the Herald or the 
university.
US should support international protests
COMMENTARY
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University • Page 403.01.11
WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION








i m m e d i a t e 
move-in available 
at campus pointe
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270-782-0888 •  1922 Russellville Rd.
CAPE TOWN, South Africa — Dur-
ing the six weeks of my Semester at 
Sea experience, I have created for my-
self the term pseudo-conversations: ex-
changes with people with whom I have 
no common languages. 
These conversations go nowhere and 
accomplish nothing really useful, yet are 
valuable all the same in what they teach 
me about universal human mannerisms.
We all need to be heard, and we will 
try to be heard to communicate, no mat-
ter what the barriers.
In Brazil, I insisted on speaking 
Spanish even though I knew Brazil-
ians would probably not comprehend. I 
knew I wasn’t making sense to anyone, 
but I couldn’t stop myself. In return, 
they insisted on speaking rapidly in Por-
tuguese with fl ourishing hand motions, 
even though they had to have known I 
wouldn’t understand. 
I gained a better understanding of 
something that is the same in every cul-
ture (those I have visited, at least).
When there are language barriers, we 
will exercise and exhaust every method 
of expressing ourselves and our wishes 
and stories. Many times in port, I will 
try to explain something in English, 
then Spanish (if at all applicable to that 
country), then in hand motions. 
Usually these exchanges end with a 
bewildered shrug, a smile and a hand-
shake, sometimes a “thanks anyway.”
 I think “thank you,” a simple wave 
and hello are the most underrated ges-
tures in the world.
 I rode a bicycle through the township 
of Khayelitsha in Cape Town and found 
that simply waving and smiling at people 
does wonders. Greeting people instead 
of just staring straight ahead transforms 
you from a random and possibly unwel-
come Westerner into a guest, someone 
who is there not to gawk but to learn.
I found the same communal spirit in 
a small village in the Ghanaian country-
side called Atonkwa. 
My host family took me to a free 
clinic in their village for the physi-
cally and mentally disabled. The oldest 
of my three host sisters, Priscilla, told 
me proudly that they take care of their 
people in Atonkwa.
I was left to explore on my own for 
some time, and I went into a small room 
that was dark and musty. In a corner 
sat a shriveled old woman with an arm 
missing. She grasped my hand and told 
me what might have been her life story. 
I will never know. I didn’t understand a 
word she said as she spoke only Twi, the 
local language.
I understood only her face and tone, 
and that was enough. 
In the end my host sisters translated a 
little for me, and the old woman thanked 
me profusely for taking the time to visit 
and speak with her, although I did little 
actual speaking. 
I realized later that it did not matter 
that I could not understand her, that it 
was therapeutic for her simply to have 
someone to listen to. I wondered how 
often the woman had visitors, how 
many days she spent in that shadowy 
corner and how many there are like her 
in the world. 
Did I take the time to listen to this 
woman because she was unfamiliar and 
exotic to me or because she was a fel-
low human being? Why do I ignore the 
same kind of people at home in Ken-
tucky while I fi nd them so interesting 
overseas? In a country as ridden with 
past and present racism as South Africa, 
I have to wonder about my own dis-
criminations.
Listening knocks down language barriers
By STEPHANI STACY
diversions@chherald.com
There’s one week many 
students probably look for-
ward to every spring semes-
ter.
As spring break approach-
es, students might be antici-
pating springtime getaways 
with tons of sun, fun and 
friends. 
But those vacations come 
with a cost, and many col-
lege students have planned 
their spring break trips on 
a budget and found ways to 
minimize vacation expenses.
Tanner Stepp, a senior 
from Bruceton, Tenn., said 
he has to have a budget. 
“I don’t like to spend just 
because I have it,” he said.
Stepp saved money from 
working as a desk clerk and 
got money from his mom to 
pay for his trip to Destin, 
Fla., with his girlfriend and 
other friends.
The group of seven decid-
ed they would go to Destin at 
the end of last year. 
Some students, includ-
ing Hopkinsville sophomore 
Houston Croney, start plan-
ning early to avoid last-min-
ute costs.
Croney began planning a 
trip to Panama in December.
“I feel like Panama is a 
must,” he said. “You gotta go 
at least one time in college 
because it’s a spring break 
spot.”
Stepp and friends chose to 
go to Destin over the usual 
college hot spots because a 
friend’s uncle owns a condo 
and said they could use it for 
the week.
Stepp said Destin is more 
family-oriented than the oth-
er college spots, but the free 
condo stood out to him the 
most.
The group will split gas 
and pay individually for food 
and leisure activities. With-
out the expense of lodging, 
Stepp hopes to use only half 
of his $500 budget on the 
trip.
“If I come back with half 
of that it would be good, he 
said. “I should be able to 
do that easily if I don’t get 
robbed.”
Croney said his group 
plans to pack snack food for 
the road to save more money.
“Prices down there will be 
high for everything,” he said.
Louisville freshman Hol-
ly Rodgers doesn’t plan to 
spend a lot of the money she 
saved to go on a cruise with 
her group of friends, espe-
cially with a parent on board. 
Along with a parent and a 
discounted group rate, they 
saved more money than they 
would have had they gone 
alone.
Overall, they spent $650 
each for a flight to Tampa 
and a cruise to Mexico. The 
cruise price also included 
food.
 Rodgers said she’s also 
going scuba diving, because 
it’s not too expensive with a 
plan.
Most of all, the students 
are anticipating the priceless 
memories of spring break. 
“I’ll probably go golf-
ing and mostly relax by the 
beach,” Stepp said. 
Rodgers is ready for the 
sun and toasty temperatures 
of Mexico.
“It’s going to actually be 
hot in Mexico,” she said. 
“Florida’s not going to be 
that hot.”
Croney said he is looking 
forward to freedom, warm 
air, non-stop partying and re-
laxation.
“This is going to be great, 
and I’ve never been on the 
beach,” he said. 
Students do spring 
break on a budget
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@chherald.com
But once he has worked out, Robinson said he re-
ally enjoys it because it clears his mind and he likes 
looking good after.
Robinson said he has noticed that it's usually packed 
in Preston because other people are also trying to get fi t 
this time of year.
“They want to look good when they take their shirt 
off,” he said.
Evansville sophomore Megan Rentsch said she has 
also noticed the increase in students at the gym during 
pre-spring break times.
“I feel like people get nervous and self-conscious 
about being in their swimsuits in front of all of their 
friends, and they will do anything to look their best,” 
she said.
Rentsch said she is heading to Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.,  and has been getting ready for spring and sum-
mer by working out three to four times a week.
She said that when she works out, she mostly runs 
on a treadmill as opposed to the group classes.
Bowling Green sophomore Poorvie Patel said she 
instructs the group yoga class and that, while many stu-
dents are using the new renovated areas, she still has 
overcrowded classes.
“My classes are usually full 10 to 15 minutes before 
it even starts,” she said.
Patel said that her yoga class has become a huge 
fad and she thinks it will be the most crowded during 
this last week before people head to the sunny beaches.
She said that after spring break, though, the number 
of people will die down and it will just be the regulars 
who come.
 Patel is also preparing for spring break she said. 
She is going to Panama and has been working out more 
and eating healthy to get ready for her trip.
Patel said the key to getting fi t is setting realistic 
goals and making the time to workout.
“You’re not going to get a six-pack in a month,” 
she said.
Patel also advised that people continue to workout 
after they reach their goal, as she plans to do.
Union freshman Samantha Hawtrey said she also 
plans to continue her workout routine to reach her goal 
of being all-around fi t.
“It’s the time of year I should start thinking about 




Wish you were here
This is the fourth in an occasional 
series of columns by two Herald 
reporters who are studying abroad 
this semester. They'll write about their 
experiences and provide insight for 
students who are considering studying 
abroad.
DELAYNA EARLEY/HERALD
Florence graduate student Katelyn Fichner pushes through the end of the 4 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. spinning class at 
the Preston Center on Monday afternoon.  “I’m just working out to get in shape,” Fichner said.
I feel like people get nervous 
and self-conscious about 
being in their swimsuits in 
front of all of their friends, 
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“I’ve been around the univer-
sity for more than 20 years now 
— as a student, as an alum and 
now as an employee — and you 
know, it’s just always been West-
ern,” Biggs said. “So I under-
stand that it’s really hard to get 
used to saying WKU.”
Biggs said that since the debut 
of WKU’s new logo in 2007, the 
university has actively sought 
stronger brand recognition.
She said the ultimate goal of 
the university is to infl uence the 
public to entirely deviate from re-
ferring to the university as West-
ern or anything other than WKU.
“We’re trying to transition 
from all of those to just one way 
to say it and one way to show it, 
which is WKU,” Biggs said.
The athletic department has 
been a heavy proponent for sev-
eral years for the switch to the 
WKU brand, said Todd Stewart, 
senior associate athletic director.
“Obviously in south central 
Kentucky if you say ‘Western,’ 
which a lot of people do, people 
know you’re referring to Western 
Kentucky University,” Stewart 
said. “But once you get out of the 
region … and you say, ‘I go to 
Western’ or ‘What was the score 
of the Western game?’, they’re 
not going to have any idea of 
what you’re talking about.”
He said WKU is not only 
what’s stitched on jerseys but 
also what the athletic depart-
ment asks televising networks to 
use when referring to the univer-
sity verbally and on on-screen 
graphics.
Though Stewart said most 
networks are compliant with the 
request, ESPN referred to WKU 
as “W. Kentucky” during last 
month’s televised game against 
North Texas.
“ESPN has a certain connota-
tion for every school, and they’re 
reluctant to change that,” Stewart 
said. “For example, Oregon State 
would like to be referred to as 
OSU, but Ohio State is the only 
school ESPN refers to as OSU.”
While many are for the brand-
ing initiative, Faculty Regent 
Patricia Minter said she believes 
the money put toward the effort 
could be used more wisely.
She said brand recognition 
is important, but issues such as 
the impending budget reduction 
should take precedent. 
“We’re putting all this money 
into replacing banners, but we’re 
closing down faculty searches,” 
Minter said.
Minter said the university 
should put the branding project 
on the back burner during this 
tough economic time.
“We need to remember what 
we’re here for,” Minter said. 
“We’re in the education busi-
ness.”
Biggs said the re-branding ini-
tiative is such a long-term project 
that an exact dollar amount for 
costs can't be determined at this 
time.
She said there won't be many 
additional costs associated with 
the project, though, since many 
items, such as letterheads and 




Members of the Student 
Government Association will 
join students from universi-
ties across Kentucky today 
in Frankfort for the Rally for 
Higher Education.
The rally takes place in 
Frankfort every year to promote 
the importance and investment 
of postsecondary education.
This year’s keynote speaker 
will be SGA secretary Katie 
Stillwell, who said she was 
very “humbled” to be selected.
“I will be representing stu-
dents across the state, so my 
words have to represent not 
only my views but of all stu-
dents,” Stillwell said.
She said her speech will be 
aimed at urging legislators to 
continue to protect money they 
now have set aside for higher 
education — not necessarily to 
ask for more.
SGA President Colton Jes-
sie, last year’s keynote speaker, 
said he feels there is no down-
side to a further investment in 
higher education.
“If they invest then more 
people are educated,” he said. 
“They will get better jobs and 
hopefully stay in the Common-
wealth.”
Jessie will join Chief of Staff 
Charlie Harris as well as other 
SGA offi cers from the state for 
a lunch with Gov. Steve Bes-
hear. The rally will be after-
ward, and the day fi nishes with 
meetings with legislators.
Billy Stephens, SGA's direc-
tor of academic and student af-
fairs, said students will have the 
opportunity to lobby for bills 
and talk one-on-one with high-
ranking state offi cials.
Stillwell said the meetings 
can help bridge the gap be-
tween students and legislators.
“We don’t get the chance a 
lot to speak with them, and this 
is our chance to let our voice be 
heard,” she said.                      
Stephens said it's important 
that SGA gets involved in the 
rally and show support.
“Since SGA is the voice of 
the people, I think it is perfect 
we support this cause, because 
it effects everything we do as 
students,” he said. “We know 
the value of higher education, 
so we have to be the voice of 
WKU as well as the state.”




Bob Owen, vice president 
for Information Technology, 
said a search committee to find 
a new associate vice president 
for Enrollment Management 
would make its recommenda-
tion to the provost after a meet-
ing on Monday afternoon.
Owen, head of the search 
committee, said it must recom-
mend one or more applicants 
to Gordon Emslie, provost and 
vice president for Academic 
Affairs, but Emslie ultimately 
does not have to hire any of 
those recommendations.
Emslie said if a worthy can-
didate or candidates are rec-
ommended, he “would move 
almost immediately.”
Even if this were the case, 
he said it is highly unlikely 
someone would be hired before 
spring break.
The search committee pre-
viously held open forums for 
finalists Elizabeth Wolfe, di-
rector of recruitment at Mar-
shall University in Huntington, 
W.Va., and Patsy Reynolds, di-
rector of admissions at South-
ern Illinois University Carbon-
dale in Carbondale, Ill.
“I want someone who’s go-
ing to be a good team player 
for WKU,” Emslie said.
Dale Brown has been inter-
im associate vice president for 
Enrollment Management since 
April. Brown replaced Dean 
Kahler, who is now working 
with NAVITAS at WKU.
Brown said the vice presi-
dent’s role is to work with the 
admissions office, registrar’s 
office, financial aid office and 
the college readiness program 
to manage enrollment at the 
university.
“I think it’s key to work 
closely with those divisions 
and with the students to make 
a successful transition,” Brown 
said. 
The search process for a 
new vice president first began 
in November, Owen said.
He said a paper screen then 
took place in January to choose 
candidates for phone inter-
views.
Owen said among those ap-
plicants, Wolfe and Reynolds 
were invited to campus for 
more extensive forums and in-
terviews.
“For both candidates, we of-
fered a number of opportuni-
ties for the campus community 
to talk to them,” Owen said.
These included open forums 
with the Academics Affairs 
staff, enrollment staff, regional 
campus directors, faculty and 
staff, students, the president’s 
administrative counsel and the 
counsel of academic teams, he 
said.
“Candidates took five min-
utes to talk about their back-
ground, and then it was opened 
up for questions from the audi-
ence,” Owen said.
He said the search commit-
tee also had panel interviews 
with the two applicants indi-
vidually.
Provost could




I want someone 
who’s going to be 
a good team 
player for WKU."
—GORDON EMSLIE
Provost and vice president of aca-
demic aff airs
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While living in Cairo for four years, 
Tom Coash discovered there were lots of 
untrue stereotypes about the Middle East.
Coash, currently an artist-in-residence 
at WKU, said he decided to write a play to 
counter these myths.
The result is “Khamaseen,” a play that 
presents the story of Donna, an Ameri-
can woman who is trapped in an abusive 
marriage and resides in a foreign culture 
she is told to fear, and how her character 
changes and emerges from that.
Lawrenceburg junior Molly Kays 
plays Donna.
“I think at fi rst glance it’s easy to see 
her as a victim but behind all that she is 
very strong,” Kays said.
Donna is in Egypt because of her hus-
band’s job, but she feels isolated from 
the culture, so she befriends her Egyptian 
maid Helwa, played by Hannah Carmona, 
a sophomore from Clarksville, Tenn.
As the two women spend time together 
by folding clothes, shopping and speaking 
broken versions of each other’s languag-
es, they form a bond of friendship that 
empowers Donna.
Carmona said she had to learn a lot of 
Arabic for the role, and she also had to 
perfect cultural things like hand gestures 
and not showing her ankles.
“I did a lot of Egyptian research, and I 
watched YouTube videos for the accent,” 
she said.
Princeton freshman Marion Murray 
said she thought breaking stereotypes was 
one of the strengths of the play.
She said people may think Egypt is 
dangerous, but the character learns it’s not 
that way.
Coash said showing Egyptians in a 
positive light was one of the goals of the 
play. 
“The people are the friendliest people 
in the world,” said Coash. “They are very 
much about you’re a guest in their coun-
try, and they treat you well.”
The last performance of the play will 
be tonight in the Russell Miller theatre in 






“I was leaving my apartment when it hap-
pened,” she said. “I saw a big crowd of peo-
ple, two ambulances and seven police cars.”
Dilliha said that wasn’t the fi rst time she’s 
seen or heard crime near her building. She 
said gunshots were fi red in the apartment 
next to hers this past summer.
“I know nobody’s out to get me,” she 
said. “But I’m not going to go outside alone 
at night.”
Dilliha also witnessed a drunk driver slam 
into her car right outside her window a few 
months ago and then fail a sobriety test.
“I park my car where nobody will hit it 
now,” she said.
Beth Hansen, College Suites property 
manager, said that when it comes to safety, 
it’s up to each individual.
“I can’t tell you, or anyone can’t tell you 
what’s going to happen,” she said. 
But Hansen said College Suites is overall 
a safe place. She said the complex has a new 
gate system in place.
The new gate only lets one car in at a time, 
and only residents and scheduled guests are 
allowed the access code. She said some resi-
dents also have their own remote for the gate. 
A courtesy offi cer is always on site and 
available to anyone at anytime, Hansen said.
“You take the same precautions you 
would on campus, like keeping your door 
locked,” she said. “I can tell you we take ev-
ery precaution that we can.”
Hopkinsville junior Miranda Visser said 
that while the news about the recent violence 
made her wonder how safe College Suites 
is, it won’t stop her from moving there this 
summer.
“It makes me unsure,” she said. “It obvi-
ously feels a little less safe.”
Visser, however, said that it seemed like 
an isolated incident.
“Violence happens everywhere,” she said. 
“It happens on and off campus. And  Bowl-
ing Green is a decent-sized city.”
Wickware was charged with second de-
gree fl eeing or evading police and is waiting 
to go before a Warren County Grand Jury, 
said Monica Woods, public information of-
fi cer with BGPD. He may face more charges 
later in connection with the shooting.
Lawless was charged with assault and is 
still in Warren County Regional Jail at this 





A performer in the play “Khamaseen” crosses the stage during a scene transition during the 
theater department’s Sunday afternoon performance at the Russell Miller Theatre. Set in 




WKU football head coach Willie Taggart (second from left), standing between Donald 
Shanklin and Donald Smith, receives an award during Black History Month at Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church.
You take the same 
precautions you would 
on campus, like keep-
ing your door locked. 
I can tell you we take 
every precaution that 
we can.”
—BETH HANSEN
College Suites property manager





as unique as you are
WKU Summer Sessions is a unit of Extended Learning & Outreach.  -  2/11
Western Kentucky University is an equal opportunity institution of higher education and upon request provides reasonable accommodation to individuals with disabilities. www.wku.edu/eoo
“Like”  WKU Summer 
Sessions on Facebook by 
March 31st for a chance to 
win an iPad.
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WKU missed out on a bye last year 
and was forced to try the long route 
to a Sun Belt championship, but came 
up short in the semifi nals against Troy.
Senior forward Steffphon Pet-
tigrew, who went to back-to-back 
NCAA tournaments in his fi rst two 
seasons, said playing on four consecu-
tive days is all about having a survival 
mentality.
“We lose and go home, or we win 
and keep advancing,” Pettigrew said. 
“We’ve just got to play like it’s our 
last and hopefully keep advancing.”
WKU had won nine of its last 12 
games coming into MTSU on Satur-
day, but the Toppers stagnant showing 
was a blow to their momentum.
The loss was WKU’s fourth 
straight to the Blue Raiders, as well as 
its worst margin of defeat to its rival 
since 1978.
The Toppers’ 39 points were also 
the fewest they’ve scored against 
MTSU since the 1935-36 season.
They hit their last fi eld goal of the 
game with 5:08 remaining and scored 
just one point after that, missing eight 
of nine free throws in the fi nal minutes.
“It felt like we quit, to be honest,” 
Kahlil McDonald said.
With the regular season over, the 
Toppers will have the MTSU loss 
fresh in their minds until they take the 
court Saturday.
Ken McDonald said he’s fi ne with 
that, as long as the “disappointing” ef-
fort lights a fi re under them.
“If you’re made out of anything, 
you’re hopefully really down about 
how you played,” he said. “Hopefully 
this feeling stays with you, because 
the next time you play like this, you’ll 
be done for the year.”
SURVIVAL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
When Soulja Boy, Ray J and Yo Gotti fi -
nally took the stage Friday night, the crowd 
of about 3,000 in Diddle Arena erupted into 
cheers.
The Winter Jam Concert got off to a 
slow start since it featured seven opening 
acts, mostly regional artists, which took 
more than two hours to complete.
The fi rst headliner, Ray J, did not take 
the stage until 9 p.m., leaving a few fans 
disgruntled by the wait, including Sona Po-
tosyan from Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity.
“It’s awful, especially because the enter-
tainment beforehand isn’t that great,” she 
said. 
Zach Boog, one of the onstage hosts of 
the concert, said a long list of opening acts 
were standard for a concert like this.
“That’s how concerts go,” he said. “No 
matter where you go, whether it’s to see 
Michael Jackson or whatever, there will al-
ways be a lot of opening acts.”
The concert was put on by independent 
agencies Startin5ive and Horseman Enter-
tainment. 
Nashville senior and Startin5ive mem-
ber Patrick Morgan said they didn’t antici-
pate the opening acts lasting as long as they 
did, and for future shows they will be more 
conscious of the time.
But when the show’s headliners ap-
peared, any agitation over the wait seemed 
to disappear as cheering fans made up for 
any empty seats.
Parker Ball from the University of Ken-
tucky said seeing Yo Gotti was the reason 
for his three-hour drive to Bowling Green.
“It was amazing,” he said. “It’s always 
been my dream to see Yo Gotti. Overall, it 
was a great show.”
Morgan said one reason why the show 
was so successful was because of the 
crowd’s diversity.
“We didn’t have just black people,” he 
said. “If you looked into the crowd, we 
had white people, Asians, Indians, old and 
young,” he said.
Morgan said he hoped the success of 
Winter Jam could be used as a pathway for 
bringing more hip-hop shows to WKU.
“We showed Western, Bowling Green 
and even Ransdell that we can do a hip- 
hop show,” he said. “If you looked into the 
crowd, we had all different ethnicities and 
faces. This wasn’t a one-sided show.”
Kenneth Johnson, assistant director for 
Student Activities and Organizations, said 
he thinks those aspects are also true of the 
events the Campus Activities Board puts on.
“We’ve always done hip-hop shows and 
have always had a diverse selection,” he said. 
He cited concerts by Day 26 and Keri 
Hilson in years past as examples.
Morgan said Winter Jam was a notable 
concert because he felt it was a different 
type of show WKU hasn’t seen in a while.
“We brought black entertainment back 
to Bowling Green, and we were able to ca-
ter to a lot of different tastes,” he said.
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com
Winter Jam brings successful hip-hop show to WKU
DANNY GUY/HERALD
Soulja Boy is seen after jumping off stage to engage with the crowd during his set at the Winter Jam Concert on Friday in Diddle Arena. Later 









Lady Toppers win 16th 
straight track championship
The fi nal day of the Sun Belt Conference 
Indoor Track and Field Championships was 
close to the fi nish, but it ended with the Lady 
Toppers’ streak intact.
The WKU women’s win in Jonesboro, 
Ark., extended the program’s winning streak 
to 16 consecutive indoor, outdoor and cross 
country conference championships. The 
streak dates back to the 2006 indoor season 
and is the longest in the country.
The men fi nished second overall behind 
Middle Tennessee.
The Lady Toppers fi nished with 132.5 
points, 34 ahead of runner-up Arkansas State.
WKU recorded 13 top-three fi nishes 
Monday, including a sweep of the top-three 
spots in the women’s weight throw. Junior 
Monteka Flowers won the event and set a 
school record in the process.
Freshman Antqunita Reed and junior 
Sharika Smith also fi nished second and third 
in the triple jump, respectively, and senior 
Marion Kandie won the 5,000-meter run.
The men were in the hunt for fi rst place 
for most of the day — even leading by seven 
at one point — before falling behind late.
Sophomore Karlis Daube and junior 
Marcus Pope continued their hot streaks by 
fi nishing fi rst and third, respectively, in the 
men’s 55-meter hurdles.
Senior Vasity Chemweno and sophomore 
Shadrack Kipchirchir also had success in 
the women’s and men’s distance run events, 
each taking second place in both the 5k and 
mile runs.
For extended coverage of the champion-
ships, visit wkuherald.com.
— Lucas Aulbach
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“I couldn’t have asked for a better way 
to go out,” he said.
Despite several strong performances 
and new school records, the women’s team 
also placed second behind a Denver squad 
that led for most of the week. 
A total of 18 school records were set 
over the course of the four days, and while 
the conference championship marks the 
end of the season for team competition, 
several members set times that qualify for 
the upcoming NCAA National Champion-
ships in March, which will fi nish the swim-
ming season.
Marchionda said that despite fi nishing 
in second, the teams’ accomplishments — 
such as the records and qualifying times — 
are very important for the program.
Several individuals were recognized 
over the weekend, including senior Claire 
Donahue, who was named the Sun Belt’s 
Women’s Swimmer of the Year. This was 
the second consecutive year she’s earned 
the honor.
Marchionda was also named Women’s 
Swimming Coach of the Year. 
Donahue, who won every individual 
event she competed in, set three individual 
school records and was a part of several 
team records.  Many of her times qualifi ed 
her for the national championships, though 
she had already qualifi ed in some events 
earlier in the season.
“We were really hop-
ing to win, and we really 
thought we could,” she 
said.
Donahue said she was 
pleased with the amount 
of potential qualifi ers for 
nationals.  
WKU scored one 
automatic qualifying 
time and  22 provisional 
qualifying times in Dallas, and while many 
provisional times won't be enough to get 
swimmers into the national championship 
lineup, they still ensure that the swimmers 
are in contention.
One of those times belonged to sopho-
more Hilary Mishler, who set a new school 
and conference record in the 200-yard 
backstroke with a time of 1:56.85.
“Hilary Mishler had a time that’s right 
on the line,” Donahue said. “It’s going to be 
exciting to see if she gets in.”
Donahue said though the teams came 
up a little short of the titles, the week was 
still a success and the teams put in good 
performances.
“We came together and swam as fast as 




The Lady Toppers were 
a No. 3 seed in last year’s 
Sun Belt tournament and 
made it to the semifi nals 
before losing to even-
tual champion MTSU. 
McNear said they have 
reason to believe they can 
have the same kind of suc-
cess this year, saying the 
tournament fi eld is “wide 
open.”
“The Sun Belt Con-
ference has been up and 
down this year,” she said. 
“Any given night can be 
anybody’s game. Any 
team can be on. I think 
we just have to be one of 
those teams and be like, 
‘Hey, we’re here.’ We’ve 
got to make a statement.”
Cowles also said the 
parity in the tournament 
bodes well for the Lady 
Toppers.
“We’ve seen some re-
ally unique outcomes 
this year,” she said. “That 
gives teams the under-
standing that anything can 
happezn. It’s a different 
game every time you step 
out on the fl oor.”
The Lady Toppers 
have seen that proven true 
fi rst-hand this year when 
they dealt Arkansas-Little 
Rock its fi rst Sun Belt loss 
in WKU’s fi rst game after 
the departure of leading 
scorer Janae Howard.
But fi rst, Cowles said 
the Lady Toppers have to 
put their focus on North 
Texas.
The two teams met just 
once this season on Jan. 
8 at Diddle Arena. The 
Lady Toppers won that 
game, 69-64.
They’ll head into the 
game having won four of 
their last seven but will 
also be amidst a two-game 
losing streak. North Tex-
as, on the other hand, will 
try to break a nine-game 
losing streak Tuesday 
night in its season fi nale 
against UALR. 
Senior forward Arnika 
Brown is no stranger to 
the Sun Belt tournament 
and said it’s time for the 
team to start getting in the 
right mindset.
“This is pretty much 
‘do-or-die’ time,” she 
said. “We just have to 
pull our team together and 
hold each other’s hand. 
We’ll just take next week 
and get ready to play. You 
either stick to the game 
plan, or you don’t. You 
win, or you go home.”
WKU media relations confi rmed 
Monday that Edelen will start, as 
will many of the same hitters who 
contributed to the 17-2 dismantling last 
March 17. 
Rice said the Toppers are ready for 
an encore.
“We feel like this program is at 
a point where we can compete with 
anybody,” he said. “If our guys play 
well, we’re tough to beat.”
But Vanderbilt, ranked second in the 
nation by Baseball America, will be 
WKU’s toughest test to this point.
The Commodores were a game away 
from the College World Series in 2010.
Vanderbilt returns a core group of 
players from that squad, including 
pitchers Sonny Gray and Grayson 
Garvin, fi rst baseman Aaron Westlake, 
and third baseman Jason Esposito.
All four are All-American candidates. 
The Toppers would’ve liked to go 
into Tuesday’s showdown on a winning 
note.
But WKU is instead riding a two-
game losing streak after losses Saturday 
and Sunday at the Baseball at the Beach 
Tournament in Myrtle Beach, S.C.
The Toppers opened the tournament 
with an 11-3 win Friday against Kansas 
State, but then followed with a 6-1 loss 
to Coastal Carolina Saturday and a 4-1 
loss to Pacifi c on Sunday.
Head Coach Chris Finwood didn't 
give a postgame interview to Big Red 
Radio after Sunday's game, and the 
coaching staff also declined to comment 
to the Herald on Sunday and Monday.
“We just didn’t swing the bat well 
enough,” Rice said following Sunday’s 
loss. “Our pitchers threw great, but the 
lineup struggled, especially with runners 
in scoring position.”
WKU went into Saturday averaging 
more than nine runs per game.
But the Toppers left a combined 15 
runners on base against Coastal Carolina 
and Pacifi c.
Sophomore pitcher Tanner Perkins, 
who earned his second win of the 
season Friday against Kansas State, said 
he’s not worried about the poor hitting 
becoming a trend.
“We hit a little mini-slump,” Perkins 
said. “But that’s what happens in 
baseball. Our lineup is good enough to 
overcome that.”
Rice, who leads the team in batting 
average, hits and RBIs, said he also 
expects the offense to get back to its 
productive ways.
“Hitting is a weird thing — it’s 
contagious,” Rice said. “And that’s just 
how baseball is. The lineup can go up 
and down throughout the season.”
While the Toppers’ hitting was 
expected to be solid coming into the 
season, some question marks still 
surround the pitching staff.
Finwood placed Perkins, sophomore 
Taylor Haydel, and freshman Justin 
Hageman in his weekend rotation and 
kept Edelen in the midweek role he 
fi lled throughout much of 2010.
Edelen’s only start this season came 
against Lipscomb last Wednesday.
The right-hander pitched three 
innings, giving up three runs and four 
hits.
If Edelen and the Toppers do win 
Tuesday, they will have earned just 
their second victory in their last nine 
meetings with the Commodores.
Perkins said that to get a monumental 
victory, his team will have to follow the 
same formula that worked in the big win 
last season.
“We’ll try doing what we did last 
year,” Perkins said. “We’ll just try to 
get up on them early and let Edelen take 




The Lady Toppers said they hoped last 
Wednesday’s back-to-back, home-open-
ing losses to Eastern Kentucky would be a 
"wake up call."
It must have been, because they were up 
and rolling last weekend in Oxford, Miss.  
WKU (8-4) went 5-0 at the Red and 
Blue Classic at Ole Miss, fi rst reeling off 
wins against Austin Peay, 5-0, and South-
east Missouri State, 8-5, on Friday. The 
fi rst day of action included three Lady 
Topper home runs. 
WKU turned around Saturday and 
scratched out a 4-3 win over Louisiana Tech 
in 10 innings and defeated Ole Miss, 9-3, 
tallying 13 runs off 22 hits during the day.
WKU capped off the weekend with a 
second win over Louisiana Tech — an 8-6 
victory — on Sunday.
Junior Amanda Walden led the week-
end’s effort, batting a .438 average with 
seven hits, four runs and fi ve RBIs over 
the fi ve-game span. 
She downplayed her own performance 
and said the team’s heart made all the dif-
ference.
“Personally, I just hit better because I 
kept my eye on the ball more,” she said. 
“I think the key was our heart. In every 
game, no matter whether we were up or 
down, I had no doubt we were going to 
pull through and win it in the end. 
“We were going to stick together and 
push through anything they could throw 
at us.”
Head Coach Tyra Perry said the youth-
ful team fi nally relaxed and settled into 
what it can do. 
“Basically we played our usual game, 
except this time we had different people 
step up and get the big hits we needed,” 
she said. “Not only did we get runners on 
— we got them in. We’ve been focusing 
on relaxation in our practices, and I think 
a lot of our players were able to do that 
and got a good result.”
Sophomore pitcher Mallorie Sulaski 
(3-1) picked up two wins on the trip, de-
feating Austin Peay on Friday and Louisi-
ana Tech on Saturday.
She said the team’s quick rebound 
showed just how much fi ght the Lady 
Toppers have this season.
 “This was really great for our team,” 
Sulaski said. “Losing those games to East-
ern were some pretty big losses when we 
know we should have won, so it was re-
ally good to bounce back and show what 
our team is made of.”
Walden said the team’s short memory 
and ability to forget last Wednesday’s 
shortcomings against EKU will be a use-
ful tool to move forward.
“We all know that we played really 
well this weekend, but we don’t want 
another day like the one we had against 
Eastern,” she said. “So, we’re going to 
work just as hard as we have been to keep 
going and winning.
“You want to get better every game, 
and if you’re not getting better, then 
you’re getting worse.”
Perry said this weekend’s small taste of 
success may produce even greater results 
in the long run.
The Lady Toppers play fi ve more 
games this weekend at the 2011 Buzz 
Classic, which takes place at Georgia 
Tech in Atlanta.
“The feeling of playing well as a team 
— getting positive results from your hard 
work — will help us try and maintain that 
feeling,” Perry said. “Just experiencing 
something like this will keep us on the 
right track.




Lady Toppers go 5-0 
at Ole Miss tourney
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Saturday was an exercise in acceptance for the 
Toppers — accepting that they didn’t earn the Sun 
Belt East’s No. 2 seed and now have to play four 
games in four days to win the conference tourna-
ment.
And most importantly, WKU said it accepted 
that its season will end with one more loss.
“One game — that’s it,” junior guard Kahlil Mc-
Donald said. “Either we do our job, or we’re out of 
here.”
The Toppers’ goal over the past few weeks had 
been to secure the two-seed in the Sun Belt’s East 
division, which would mean a fi rst-round bye in the 
conference tournament.
But their 57-39 loss at Middle Tennessee on 
Saturday wiped away any chances of that, giving 
MTSU the coveted free pass through the fi rst round.
WKU will now play Louisiana-Monroe, the No. 
6 seed from the West division, at 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day in Hot Springs, Ark.
“We’ve got one game,” Head Coach Ken Mc-
Donald said. “We’re playing Monroe. We’ll obvi-
ously focus on the scout, but just like tonight — it’s 
not what Middle did. It’s what we didn’t do, and 
that’s what’s important to know in tournament play.
“We have to go out and make it happen.”
The Toppers played ULM once earlier this sea-
son, claiming an 81-61 home win on Feb. 5.
If they win, they’ll face Louisiana-Lafayette at 
6:45 p.m. Sunday.
The semifi nals and fi nals of the tournament will 
be played on Monday and Tuesday, respectively, 
with the championship airing on ESPN2 at 6 p.m. 
next Tuesday.
“We want to get to the tournament and advance,” 
she said. “But if we’re going to do it, we’ve got to 
do it in four days. We have to come out focused with 
energy and intensity. We can’t back down. We’ve got 
to give it our all every day.”
MEN'S BASKETBALL
DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD
Middle Tennessee freshman Kerry Hammonds attempts to block WKU senior Sergio Kerusch during the Toppers' game at MTSU on 
Saturday. WKU lost 57-39, fi nishing third in the Sun Belt East division.
‘One game’
Toppers enter survival mode for Sun Belt tournament
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com
SEE SURVIVAL, PAGE 10
At the end of a four-day contest that saw many 
school records fall, the WKU men’s and women’s 
swim teams both fi nished in second place at the 
Sun Belt Conference championships in Dallas.
The men came into the fi nal day with a 
2.5-point lead but were unable to hold off a late 
surge by Denver on Saturday.  The teams traded 
the lead three times early in the day.
“The whole thing came down to the last couple 
events,” Head Coach Bruce Marchionda said. 
“That’s about as close as it gets.”
The Toppers’ lead coming into Saturday was 
cut signifi cantly after a protest by Denver the night 
before overturned an unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalty against the Pioneers that cost WKU 34 
points of its cushion.
Senior Nick Slattery set school records in the 
100 and 200 butterfl y events and was also partici-
pating in the last championship of his career.
“It means a lot to get my name on the record 
board,” he said.  “It’s been one of my goals since I 
was a freshman.”
Slattery said Saturday was a very emotional 
day, and he was proud of the team for working to-







SEE SWIM, PAGE 10
A 17-2 road demolition of Vanderbilt was a 
defi ning moment for WKU in 2010.
Behind six shutout innings from Brian 
Edelen and grand slams from Kes Carter and 
Matt Rice, the Toppers jumped in front early 
last season and handed the Commodores their 
worst loss since 2001.
WKU will try for a repeat performance 
Tuesday.
The Toppers (5-2) travel to Hawkins Field 
in Nashville for a 4 p.m. fi rst pitch against the 
Commodores.
WKU set to 





SEE VANDERBILT, PAGE 10
Head Coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles wasn’t ready to call this 
season forgettable following 
WKU’s 64-56 loss to Middle Ten-
nessee in its regular-season finale 
on Sunday.
But forgetting their 12-16 
overall record this season is ex-
actly what she and the Lady Top-
pers are choosing to do heading 
into this weekend’s Sun Belt 
Conference Tournament in Hot 
Springs, Ark.
“We’re 0-0 going into the 
conference tournament,” Cowles 
said. “That’s the perfect mindset 
to have. It’s all a matter of per-
spective and how you look at it. 
This regular season is over. Crazy 
things have happened in this con-
ference this year. It’s a different 
game every night.”
WKU had a chance to clinch a 
No. 2 seed and a first-round bye 
with a win against Florida Inter-
national on Wednesday, but lost 
75-62 and forfeited the No. 2 
seed to FIU. 
Instead, the Lady Toppers will 
have to settle for the No. 3 seed 
in the East division and will face 
North Texas (5-23, 2-13 Sun Belt 
Conference) at noon on Saturday 
in the first game of the tourna-
ment. 
That means they’ll have to win 
four games in four days to win 
the title. 
That could prove to be a steep 
challenge for the Lady Toppers, 
who haven’t won more than two 
games in a row all season. 
But senior guard Amy McNear 
said doing so isn’t totally out of 
the realm of possibilities. 
She even went as far as to say 
the challenge has given the Lady 
Toppers an added sense of ur-
gency.





Senior forward Arnika Brown drives to the basket before shooting during Sunday night's game at 
Middle Tennessee. The Lady Toppers lost, 64-56, in their last regular season game before the Sun Belt 
tournament begins Saturday in Hot Springs, Ark.SEE SUN BELT, PAGE 10
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